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 Reference Request

Parish………………………………………….
Date …………………………………………..
Dear

[Name] has volunteered to help with our children’s or youth work, and in response to

our Child Protection Policy has provided your name as a referee who can vouch for his

or her suitability to work with children. I would be grateful if you could complete the

questionnaire provided and return it to me at the above address. Any information given

will be treated in confidence and only disclosed in order to protect a child, or to the

applicant with your foreknowledge.

[Name] will be working mainly with [age group] as [give brief description of task]

In completing the questionnaire please bear in mind that it is the duty of the church to

protect the children for whom it is responsible from harm whether of a physical,

emotional or sexual nature. Each volunteer signs a declaration to this end and agrees to

abide by the Diocesan Child Protection Policy.

Thank you for your help.

Yours sincerely

[Name and role]

Reference

Private and confidential

Name of volunteer ……………………………………………….. Date of birth 
What is your relationship to the volunteer, and how well have you known them?

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………

How long have you known the volunteer?  …………………………………………………………..
What do consider to be the applicant’s strengths and gifts in working with children?

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
From your own knowledge and experience of the volunteer please comment on his or her honesty and reliability, health, experience of working with children (this need not be in a paid capacity) and attitudes to children. 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Do you know of any reason why it would be unwise to ask the volunteer to work with children or young people?

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Do you have any other comments to make about the volunteer? 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Signed ……………………………………………………………  Date  ………………………….
If you want us to treat what you say as confidential, and not to share it with the applicant, please tick here □












